TERRY MIDDLE SCHOOL
CHORAL DEPARTMENT
POLICY AND PROCEDURES


Welcome to the Terry Middle School Choirs!
You have received an honor and a privilege in becoming a member of our performing groups. We have fine reputation and we intend to keep it. The Terry Choral Department consists of the following organizations:

Beginning Choir – 6th Grade Girls
Beginning Choir- 6th Grade Boys
Tenor Bass Choir – 7th, & 8th Grade Boys
Treble Girls Choir-7th grade girls
Intermediate Choir – 7th & 8th Grade Girls
Select Choir – Auditioned 7th & 8th Grade Girls

The Choral Policy and Procedures are intended as a guide to insure a successful experience for Choral students and parents. Please take a moment to read them. If you have any questions or comments call me at Terry: (972) 882 – 5669 or email: bjones1@mesquiteisd.org 

CHORAL STUDENT OBJECTIVES
1. Knowledge of Musical Elements
2. Performance Skills
3. Social Skills
4. Enrichment of Non-Music Classes
5. Artistic and Emotional Expression

MUSIC AND SUPPLIES 
1. PENCIL
Students should have a sharpened pencil at the beginning of each class. It is a good idea to leave the pencil in the Choir Room. Since choral music is used for many years, markings in the music must be non-permanent. Erasable pens are not acceptable. 
**BRING YOUR PENCIL TO CHOIR FOR A 100 GRADE**

2. PENCIL BAG 
Students will receive a clear plastic pencil bag that has 3 holes to put into a notebook binder. It should have a zipper or other closure on the side. This will keep our pencils in our folder. 

3. CHORAL MUSIC AND BINDER
Students will be provided with Choral music and a music binder belonging to Terry Middle School. They are responsible for them, just as they are responsible for textbooks in other classes. The student must replace lost or mutilated music. Students are encouraged to take music home to practice but must have their folder and music during each class.




CONCERTS and PERFORMANCE ATTENDANCE
Most of our performances will be held in the evenings and attendance for all Choral students, regardless of eligibility or grades, is MANDATORY. Performances are a part of the state curriculum and are an important evaluation tool, much like an exam would be in another class or a game would be in an athletic event. Students should report to the cafeteria 30 MINUTES PRIOR to the start of the concert and are required to stay as audience members for all other choirs. An unexcused absence from a concert will affect the student’s grade. Excused absences such as illness or death of a family member are the only acceptable reasons for failure to attend a concert and will result in an alternate assignment. The alternate assignment for an excused absence is made up of a short answer, 2 essays, and a singing performance portion and must be completed 1 week after the concert. Transportation or attire is not a valid excuse for missing a concert. If transportation to a concert performance is a concern, please contact the choir office 2 weeks before the performance for the possibility of arrangements being made for the student.

SPRING CONTESTS
Throughout the year students will have the opportunity to compete in several contests. In our choral classroom, students are eligible to participate in spring competitions as long as all music has been learned, they are passing all classes, and they have maintained great classroom behavior. In the spring, we use a Behavior System called 4 Strikes. That includes 4 warnings prior to the 4 strikes. This gives students the opportunity manage their behavior and earn to the opportunity to compete. Texas State House Bill 72 requires students to pass all classes in order to be eligible for competitions. Students with a FAILING six weeks grade in ANY CLASS will not be allowed to compete during the following six weeks. This does not apply to non-competitive concerts

EXTRA REHEARSALS
It will be necessary at times during the year to have extra rehearsals outside of class to prepare for a performance. There will be sufficient advance notice to prepare for transportation. Students are expected to attend all extra rehearsals FOR A GRADE.

UNIFORMS
Each 7th and 8th grade choir student will be assigned a formal choir uniform to wear. Girls receive a dress and guys receive a vest. All Choir students will need to purchase an informal choir uniform to wear which consists of a Choir Polo Shirt. Every effort is made to keep costs at a minimum while providing an attractive appearance. Uniforms are valuable tools for public awareness, pride, and discipline. More specific information and prices will be given to you. 

CELL PHONES
We follow the school policy regarding cell phones. If a cell phone is out or being used in the choral classroom, it will be turned in to the front office. The 1st offense is a warning. The 2nd offense is a monetary fine for retrieval.


CHOIR STUDENT BEHAVIOR
Self-discipline is an important element of choir rehearsal and performance. Students must realize that they are a member of a group with an excellent reputation. Their behavior during school classes and at public performances reflects on Terry and the Choral Department. Rules for behavior are posted in the Choir Room. Rewards include: positive phone calls home, free time, collective or individuals rewards. Consequences for inappropriate behavior include: warning, phone call home, detention, Choir ISS, parent/teacher meeting, or referral





CHOIR GRADES
All Choir students are able to make an “A”, but this does not mean they will automatically receive one. Grades will be determined by achievement in the following areas:
	
1. Concert Performance Attendance – 20% of six weeks’ grade
2. Six Weeks Project – 15% of six weeks’ grade
3. Class Contribution – 40% of six weeks’ grade
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Theory Work, Theory Tests & Singing Tests,  – 25% of six weeks’ grade

Each six weeks the students are required to do a project. That due date will usually fall the last Wednesday of the six weeks. The date and day will be posted at the beginning of each six weeks on the board. No late projects will be accepted for any reason. 

Project options:
1. Perform for their class (individually or a group of 4 or less)
2. Go to another middle school or high school concert. It could be band, orchestra or choir. They must get the program signed by the director and turn it in the next day or within the same week of the concert.
3. Do a listening activity on the website and answer the questions. 
4. Participate in the extra things on their calendar i.e.: Solo & Ensemble (2nd 6 weeks), All City Choir (3rd six weeks), All-Region choir tryouts (4th 6 weeks), UIL/Festival (5th 6 weeks), Group Project (6th 6 weeks).

Project due dates:
Wed Sept. 26th 
Wed Oct 31st 
Wed. Dec 12th 
Wed. Feb 13th
Wed. April 10th
Wed. May 23rd - We will do a group project in class  

With everyone’s cooperation and enthusiasm we can have a great year and establish a winning tradition for the Terry Choirs! 


